
The Reluctant Mathematician – UOW’s first in-house MOOC development 

http://blogs.uow.edu.au/reluctantmathematician 

UOW Digital signage and SMAH enrolment (we also did local radio, TV, Mercury, social media): 

 

Who enrolled? 

About 85% - English is first language, 15% English is second language. 

About 60% -uni students refreshing skills ahead of study, 40% community members. 

   

 

Emailed all participants an 8 page Guide to the MOOC. Nobody needed help using the website. 

1 topic per week x 4 = 4 wks 

Learning sequence builds 

and gets harder 
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What the students say as they enrol: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What student say as they submit their assignments: 

 

 

Kids are teenagers and I am testing the water as a pre 

decision activity to retrain in an area I should have 

chosen earlier in life. This seems like a good way to take 

the first step. I always liked maths. 

I am planning on being a great teacher. 

To do that I need to be able to 

completely understand maths to be able 

to find different ways for different 

children to learn. 

I f**king hate maths. I 

don't think this is 

unusual. I have a lot of 

trouble following basic 

mathematical 

instructions. It really 

undermines my self-

worth especially as a 

woman. I love science 

but holy sh*t do I ever 

hate maths. 

I have just started a chemistry bridging  curse* prior to starting my 

bachelor of Nutrition Dietetics this year and discovered that I could 

really do with some help on the maths side of things… 

(*SL: Yes, they really wrote curse instead of course…) 

My kid is failing 

her tests.  

I have been pleasantly 

surprised. The videos are 

good and I find it better 

than face to face when I 

can pause and think it 

through for myself before 

continuing. 

Videos, emails from fellow students great. 

Maths is a kind of meditation, being engrossed 

in it for hours enables me to enjoy other 

activities more. Your program is fabulous. 

The video clips are wonderful. Enjoying 

using my mind mathematically. Can't think 

of any improvements, it's a superb service. 

…learning 

materials 

enable any set 

pace through 

the module… 

I like the video tutorials. Also, I like the fact that the 

working out is broken down into a very simplistic form. I 

am finding it easier to understand now and I can’t wait 

until the next module :) 

So far so good. Enjoying the challenge. The 

presentation videos are very helpful and the 

layout user friendly. 


